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kC"~cfield Supervisor, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, Sacramento,
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To:

Subject: Formal Endangered Species Consultation on the Proposed South Bay Salt Pond
Restoration Project Long-term Plan and the Project-level Phase 1 Actions,
Alameda, Santa Clara, and San Mateo Counties, California

This memorandum is in response to your request for Intra-U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) section 7 consultation on the proposed South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project Long-
term Plan (SBSP Project) and the Project-level Phase 1 actions (Phase 1 actions) (together
referred to as the "proposed action") in Alameda, Santa Clara, and San Mateo Counties,
California. This document includes the Service's programmatic biological opinion (PBO) for the
SBSP Project and the project-level biological opinion for the Phase 1 actions (Phase 1 BO). At
issue are the effects of the proposed action on the endangered California clapper rail (Rallus
longirostris obsoletus) (clapper rail), endangered salt marsh harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys
raviventris raviventris) (harvest mouse), threatened Pacific coast population of the western
snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) (snowy plover), endangered California least
tern (Sternula antillarum browni) (least tern), and endangered California brown pelican
(Pelecanus occidenta/is californicus) (brown pelican). This biological opinion is in accordance
with section 7 ofthe Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 D.S.C. 1531 et seq.)
(Act).

The proposed action is not likely to destroy or adversely modify critical habitat for snowy
plovers since no critical habitat is located within the proposed action area. No critical habitat has
been proposed or designated for clapper rails, harvest mice, or least terns, therefore, none will be
destroyed or adversely modified. We have determined that the proposed action is not likely to
adversely affect the endangered vernal pool tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus Packardi) and designated
critical habitat, endangered California tiger salamander (central population) (Ambystoma
californiense) and designated critical habitat, and endangered Contra Costa goldfields (Lasthenia
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